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CPUC REVISES BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT RULES TO 

INCREASE DEPLOYMENT THROUGHOUT CALIFORNIA  
 

SAN FRANCISCO, December 13, 2018 - The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), in its 

commitment to bridging the digital divide, today revised the rules for the California Advanced 

Services Fund (CASF) Infrastructure Grant Account to increase broadband deployment in low 

income and unserved parts of the state. 

 

Commissioner Martha Guzman Aceves, the Commissioner assigned to the proceeding, said, “I’m 

especially proud of our efforts to prioritize low income areas and areas served only by dial-up — 

that is, the areas that need our help the most — as we streamline the CASF grant application process.  

The quicker our process moves, the quicker we can bridge the digital divide in California.” 

 

Assembly Bill (AB) 1665, signed into law by the Governor in October 2017, made numerous 

changes to the CASF Infrastructure Grant Account, allowing for a comprehensive rewrite of 

program rules. AB 1665 established the goal of approving funding for last-mile residential 

broadband infrastructure projects to 98 percent of households in each Consortia Region. There are 

two conditions for grant eligibility.  First, projects eligible for grant awards must deploy 

infrastructure capable of providing broadband access at speeds of a minimum of 10 megabits per 

second (Mbps) downstream and 1 Mbps upstream to unserved households in census blocks where no 

provider offers access at speeds of 6 Mbps downstream and 1 Mbps upstream.  Second, all or a 

significant portion of the project must deploy last-mile infrastructure to provide service to unserved 

households.  AB 1665 requires the CPUC to give preference to projects in areas where Internet 

service is unavailable and where providers are not already receiving federal funding to build 

networks.  
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Today’s decision, drafted by Commissioner Guzman Aceves, dramatically improves the application 

process. It adopts a faster timeline for reviewing applications; sets forth tick-the-box criteria that 

CPUC staff can use to quickly grant routine applications; gives clear rules for challenging 

applications; provides guidelines that allow applicants to determine ahead of time how much funding 

their projects are eligible to receive; and aims to reimburse successful applicants earlier.  

 

The new CASF rules will also improve the accuracy of data used to determine CASF program 

eligibility. Every year, Internet service providers must submit Broadband deployment data to the 

CPUC; now the CPUC will validate that data by checking that at least one subscriber in each census 

block uses the service that’s supposed to be there.    

 

In addition, the CPUC improved services for consumers, increasing the funding for applications in 

low income areas, and requiring grantees to offer a low income Internet service plan. Further, 100 

percent project funding is eligible to providers whose project will serve unserved low income areas 

where low income plans are priced at $15 per month or less. Applications serving households 

without broadband access are also eligible for up to 100 percent funding. 

 

Applications are due April 1, 2019. Telephone corporations, wireless carriers, facilities-based 

broadband providers, local governmental agencies, and Tribal governmental entities are all eligible 

to apply for grants. CASF Consortia are available to assist applicants with the application process.  

 

For more information about the California Advanced Services Fund and the Infrastructure Grant 

Account, please visit: www.cpuc.ca.gov/casf 

 

For more information on the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Account, please visit: 

www.cpuc.ca.gov/General.aspx?id=870.  

 

The proposal voted on is available at: 

http://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Published/G000/M248/K670/248670667.PDF. 

 

The decision’s appendix, which contains the program’s rules for applicants, is available at: 

http://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Published/G000/M248/K669/248669541.PDF.  
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The CPUC regulates services and utilities, safeguards the environment, and assures Californians’ 

access to safe and reliable utility infrastructure and services.  For more information on the CPUC, 

please visit www.cpuc.ca.gov. 
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